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Abstract:
The Omanis played a pioneering and significant role in the history of global

trade during the Islamic era. Their commercial interactions contributed to
connecting many ports in the Arabian Gulf and a long the Gulf of Oman with
ports in South Asia, China, and East Africa.

Interaction, as it is well known, is a civilizational phenomenon with positive
reflections on nations. Through interaction, people become acquainted with one
another and are able to meet their needs. Moreover, such interaction goes far
beyond the exchange of goods—it has economic implications that affect all
aspects of life across nations, social, political, and cultural.

A review of Islamic sources discussing Omani commercial activity reveals
the breadth and depth of this trade, which reached numerous ports worldwide at
the time.

Oman’s geographical location enabled its people to play the role of
commercial intermediaries. Its well-distributed ports along the coastlines offered
coastal inhabitants the opportunity to embark on long maritime journeys and
engage with diverse countries and peoples. Many figures emerged in the fields of
maritime trade and navigation, whose names are recorded in Islamic sources, and
they played a major role in activating maritime and commercial movement along
the Omani coasts and beyond.

This commercial activity had a significant impact on the economic and
social life of Omani port cities, contributing to the wealth of the Omani people
and the urban prosperity of Muscat, Sohar, and Qalhat.
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