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Abstract:
This study addresses one of the most significant phenomena in Semitic

languages: shared semantics among verbs. This phenomenon occurs within a
single language or between two or more languages within the Semitic languages.
This is attributed to the semantic development of these verbs that have undergone
throughout history, where the meaning of a verb may shift from one semantic
field to another, resulting in an expansion of its meaning. This development and
expansion has led to similarities in many of the meanings of these verbs. This can
be linked to the multiplicity of meanings within the semantic field, particularly
when a language ceases to generate or innovate new verbs in that field due to the
disuse of such verbs, as seen in Syriac—unlike nouns, which continue to be
derived. Derivation remains active in Syriac and its dialects.

Key words: phonetic substitution, semantic exchange, semantic generalization,
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