Al-Adab Journal Issue. No (155) (December) 2025
E-ISSN: 2706-9931 P-ISSN: 1994-473X

Gender Roles in the Emirati Family

Basma Suhail Alkaabi
Master's Student— Department of Sociology
College of Art, Humanities, and Social Sciences — University of Sharjah
U20102488@sharjah.ac.ae
Ayat Jebril Nashwan (Ph.D.)
Associate Professor— Department of Sociology
College of Art, Humanities, and Social Sciences — University of Sharjah

Copyright (c) 2025 Basma Suhail Alkaabi, Associate Professor Ayat Jebril Nashwan
(PhD)

DOI: https://doi.org/10.31973/wxkw7¢79

—G)
@ BT This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0

International License.

Abstract:
The current study aimed to identify the gender roles assigned to children at

home through the speech directed from mothers to their children. A purposive
sample of 20 Emirati women was selected and an in depth interview was
employed. The results showed that there was a main role required of children
(males and females) was to arrange their bedrooms, Boys roles were in the
courtyard of the house such as look after the home garden, and the neighborhood
they live in such as buy from the neighborhood grocer’s, Girls roles were benefit
all family members, as they help their mother, serve their father, and take care of
their siblings. The roles assigned to children are still unequal, as boys roles less
than girls roles, this requires the UAE government to make efforts at the level of
social institutions, most importantly the family, to achieve gender balance in the
UAE society.
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