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Abstract:

The Abbasid era witnessed the emergence of many philosophers who played a role
in intellectual life, including Ibn al-Rawandi, who is considered one of the philosophers
whose fame spread during the Abbasid era, especially during the reign of al-Ma'mun. He
demonstrated his proficiency in several sciences, such as theology, philosophy, dialectics,
grammar, religion, politics, and logic. At first, he was of good character, very shy, and
had a beautiful doctrine. However, he angered the Islamic sects at that time, especially
the Mu'tazila, for two reasons: the first was his abandonment of the Mu'tazila doctrine
after he had embraced it, and the second was his great knowledge and boldness in
religious debate. In fact, the reviling sects at that time surrounded themselves with
immunities against the one who converted from them, including hatred towards him, and
harboring a grudge against him, if they did not declare him an infidel or an immoral
person. Therefore, the hatred of the apostate from the sect is not determined by the
apostate himself, because he is equal to the rebel religiously or sectarianly. What they do
in their affairs and all their social relations, which lead to killing and excommunication,
as they fought the Mu'tazila, leaving them in particular to try and successfully find
another leader, and these apostates did not spare any effort or word except that they said
it against the Mu'tazila. 1bn al-Rawandi wrote many books, including his book Against
the Mu'tazila and their Doctrine, as he demonstrated their inability to investigate his
views, or to refute and invalidate his writings, which led to their bias against him, and
accusing him of lack of understanding and negligence, despite his great intelligence and
vast knowledge. Ibn al-Rawandi procrastination with the evidence of the opponents of
the doctrine does not make him an infidel. The evidence for that is that al-Jahiz used to do
that, since he was not accused of infidelity, atheism, or heresy. Then he did not mention
his adherence to any of the sects that he mentioned in his writings and discussed their
opinions and ideas, but he always mentions certain phrases when discussing beliefs, so he
says the materialists said, the confirmers of the Messenger (PBUH) said, or the Brahmins
said, and so on. It is likely that his opponents exploited his Persian origin to accuse him
of atheism and heresy.
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5 il bl e gilall CasSL(V48Y) AL als (2)TOV/2) 0TV @) Al ae o ihas
cal)l Gl ebal Hla gy Ll

Joadll Gl A Joasl plus o (Yo) 1) Ladds als (2)10V/) Y @) ) ae 0 ilaas
S TS LS5 (Lagslu¥) S v dsana 1 aia)

References

Abu al-Husayn Abd al-Rahim ibn Muhammad al-Khayyat al-Mu'tazili (1925).
Victory and Response to the Atheist Ibn al-Rawandi: What He Intended to
Lie to Muslims and Slander Them (Vol. 1st ed.). (Edited by Neiberg).
Cairo: Arab Book House.

V4o



Al-Adab Journal Issue. No (155) (December) 2025
E-ISSN: 2706-9931 P-ISSN: 1994-473X

Abu Abdullah Shihab al-Din (d. 626 AH/1229 CE) Yaqut al-Hamawi (1995).
Mu'jam al-Buldan (Vol. 2nd ed.). Beirut: Dar Sadir.

Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Muhammad (852 AH/1449 CE) Ibn Hajar al-Asgalani (1971).
Lisan al-Mizan (Vol. 2nd ed.). (Edited by the Nizamiyya Encyclopedia -
India). Beirut: Al-A'lami Foundation for Publications.

Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Muhammad (d. 852 AH/1449 CE) Ibn Hajar al-Asgalani
(1989). Nuzhat al-Albab fi al-Algab (Vol. 1st ed.). Riyadh: Maktaba al-
Rushd.

Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Murtada (1987). Classes of the Mu'tazila (Volume 2, ed.).
Beirut.

Ismail ibn Umar (d. 774 AH/1373 CE) Ibn Kathir (2001). Completion in Criticism
and Validation and Knowledge of the Trustworthy, Weak, and Unknown
(Volume 1, ed.). Yemen: Al-Nu'man Research Center.

Al-Mu'ayyad fi al-Din (d. 470 AH/1087 CE) al-Shirazi (1975). Al-Majalis al-
Mu'ayyadiyah (Edited by Muhammad Abd al-Qadir Abd al-Nasser). Cairo:
Dar al-Thagafa.

Paul Krauss (September 1, 1362 AH/1943 CE). Kitab al-Zumurud by lbn al-
Rawandi. Al-Adib Magazine, Vol. 9, p. 32.

Khayr al-Din ibn Mahmud ibn Muhammad (d. 1396 AH/1976 CE) al-Zarkali
(2002). Al-A'lam (Volume 15, ed.). Dar al-lim Lil-Malayin. Shams al-Din
(d. 748 AH/1348 AD) al-Dhahabi. (1985). Biographies of the Noble Figures
(Vol. 3rd ed.). (Edited by: Shu'ayb al-Arna'ut,) al-Risala Foundation.

Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn Khallikan. (1900). Deaths of Notables and News of the
Sons of the Time. (Edited by: Ihsan Abbas,) Beirut: Dar Sadir.

Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 AD) al-Dhahabi. (2003).
History of Islam and Deaths of Celebrities and Notables (Vol. 1st ed.).
(Edited by: Bashar Awad Marouf,) Dar al-Gharb al-Islami.

Shams al-Din Yusuf (d. 654 AH/1256 AD), Sabt Ibn al-Jawzi. (2013). Mirat al-
Zaman fi Tawarikh al-A'yan (Vol. 1st ed.). (Edited by: Ibrahim al-Zaybaqg,)
Syria: Dar al-Risala al-Alamiyyah.

Abd al-Amir al-A'sam. (1395 AH/1975 AD). The History of the Atheist Ibn al-
Raywandi: Texts and Documents from Arabic Sources Over a Thousand
Years (Volume 1st ed.). Beirut: Dar al-Afaq al-Jadida.

Ali ibn Abi Ali Muhammad (d. 631 AH/1234 CE) al-Amidi (2004). First
Thoughts on the Principles of Religion (Volume 2nd ed.). (Edited by
Ahmad Muhammad al-Mahdi). Cairo: National Library and Archives.

Ali ibn al-Husayn ibn Musa (d. 436 AH/1044 CE) al-Sharif al-Murtada (2002). al-
Shafi fi al-lmamah (Volume 2nd ed.). (Edited by Abd al-Zahra al-Husayni
al-Khatib). Tehran: al-Sadig Foundation.

Imad al-Din ibn Umar (d. 774 AH/1372 CE) Ibn Kathir (n.d.). The Beginning and
the End. Cairo: al-Sa'ada Press.

Muhammad ibn Ishag (d. 438 AH/1046 CE) Ibn al-Nadim (1997). al-Fihrist
(Volume 2nd ed.). (Edited by: Ibrahim Ramadan) Beirut: Dar Al-Ma'rifah.

Mustafa bin Abdullah (d. 1067 AH/1657 AD) Haji Khalifa. (1941). Uncovering
Suspicions about the Names of Books and Arts. Beirut: Dar lhya' Al-Turath
Al-Arabi.

Mustafa bin Abdullah (d. 1067 AH/1657 AD) Haji Khalifa. (2010). The Ladder of
Access to the Classes of the Great Scholars. (Edited by: Mahmoud Abdul
Qader Al-Arnaout) Turkey: IRCICA Library.

Y41



