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Abstract

The period from 800-600 BC had witnessed the Greeks’
settling the western regions of Asia Minor, during which they
developed many colonies and established powerful city-states that
operated independently of their mother cities.

There are many reasons that prompted the Greeks to establish
colonies which were capable of economic growth, some of which are
related to overpopulation in the mother country, and others are realted
to the inability of the lands in the original Greek city-states to form a
large city due to the terrain, while the areas that were colonized were
wide and fertile. The current research is an attempt to shed light on
the economic reasons that were considered one of the motives for the
lonian colonization of the coasts of Asia Minor.
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"But as for me
Why did | stay me ere | had won that for which | gathered the
commons
Right good witness shall | have in the court of time
with the Great Mother of the Olympian Gods
Dark Earth, whose so many fixed landmarks
| once removed, and have made her free that wasonce a slave
Aye, many brought | back to their God-built birthplace
many that had been sold
Some justly, some unjustly, and others that had been exiled through
penury
Men that no longer spake the Attic speech
Because they had wandered so far and wide
And those that suffered shameful servitude at home trembling before

the whims of their owners
These | made free me®"
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