Al-Adab Journal Issue. No (150) (September) 2024
E-ISSN: 2706-9931 P-ISSN: 1994-473X

The Duality of Disability and Aspiration in the Children's Stories
of Nadia Al-Najjar

Dr. Badeeah Khaleel Alhashemi PhD in Literature and Modern Criticism
Assistant Professor/Arabic Language and Literature
College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences/University of Sharjah
balhashemi@sharjah.ac.ae

Copyright (c) 2024 (Asst. Prof. Badeeah Khaleel Alhashemi (Ph.D.)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.31973/jf87kx39

®. B This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0

International License.

Abstract:

The story is one of the most beloved literary arts among children, and one of the
most successful in achieving the desired educational goals, away from direct
directions, orders, and prohibitions. Among the most important of these goals are
social, psychological, moral and humanitarian. Dealing with the subject of
(people with special needs) is considered one of the important social and
humanitarian issues that children's writers should address in their stories. And
then they must deal carefully with the ideas they put forward due to the specificity
and sensitivity of the issue. Writers must be sufficiently aware of the appropriate
method that is compatible with the awareness and mental awareness of the target
stage. They must also understand the scientific, psychological ,and social
foundations that will help them present the subject to their young readers. Because
it is not possible to separate the content and the form in the literary text, the
narrator must employ the elements of artistic construction in the child’s story in a
manner consistent with its subject matter. Starting from the title of the story, all
the way to its conclusion, without ignoring the visual discourse represented in
images, drawings ,and colors, which is another language adjacent to the written
language of the story.The Emirati writer Nadia Al-Najjar is one of the most
prominent writers who presented this topic in a number of her stories. She has
dealt with various cases of disability interestingly and artistically, taking into
account the educational, psychological, and social standards that children's
literature targets. This research deals with four of them with study and analysis
on the objective and artistic levels, namely: “I am Different”, “Voices of the
World”, “My Wonderful Walk with Uncle Salem”, and “Yellow Sea... Green
Sand”, employing the descriptive and analytical approach.
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