»VELO/ p VoYY (J9¥1 0gdl) V€Y sudl/ O la¥! dlxo

The Geopolitical Importance of Donbass Region

Asst. prof. Serwan Arab Sadiqg (Ph.D.)
Salahaddin University- Erbil
Serwan.sadig@su.edu.krd
Asst.prof. Vian Ahmed mohammed (Ph.D.)
Baghdad University
viviabaghdad@yhoo.com

DOI: https://doi.org/10.31973/aj.v1i147.4118

Abstract

The Donbass region occupies a geopolitical importance due to its
distinguished geographical location. It is located in the southeast of
Ukraine and it is characterized by historical, cultural and economic
advantage, besides, it is rich in coal. It is regarded as one of the most
important coal producing regions in the world. This region is called by
different names such as portmanio, Dotis basin and coal basin. The
region has two areas, namely, Donetsk and Luhansk which are
located in eastern Ukraine. This region occupies 3,52 thousand square
kilometers. Both regions declared their independence from Ukraine
with the support of Russia, and they are two administrative regions
that belong to Ukraine like Crimea in which the main language is
Russia. The percentage of the Russian population is high in both
regions compared to other regions, the same thing applies to adjacent
regions that lie on the black sea such as Saburishtsia, Kharkiv, and
Odessa. In 2014 pro-Russian separatists declared independence in the
Luhansk and Donetsk regions ‘People’s Republic’. After some battles
between the Ukrainian army and the separatists, a fragile truce was
reached in the Minsk Il in 2015, separating the line between the areas
under Ukraine’s control and the areas under separatist control
bordering Russia.
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