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UNIVERSAL INTEGRATION VERSUS LOCAL PROVINCIALISM

SAAD FADHIL AL -HASANI ALI . AHMED

Love. namely passionate love, is one of the major themes in Hardy's
novels. But to assume that Hardy's treatment of love is. in the main, to
emphasize the singularity of passion as the only means towards fislfillment
15 to misunderstand Hardy's prime object behind tackling love. By showing
love as an overwhleming internal passion in men and women dooming to
nusfortune, Hardy intends to say that love must be based on the rational
understanding of physical instinct It is a means sccking fulfillment not only
in  passionate indulpence but also in the apprchension that love, as a vehicle
leading 1o marriage, should be cstablished on the union of body and spirit. It
15 a reconciliation of reason and passion. This is to make possible the perfect
establishment of the smallest segment of society: family. In Far From The
Madding_Crowd, Oak’s love for Bathsheba is built on the awarences that his
joined 1o licr  nol only by passionate  involvement bt also by social
enterprise. We have only o think of Oak's foils in Bathsheba's love. Trov
and Boldwood. to conclude how much Hardy is keen on proposing marriape
as a physical as well as social bond : “Troy is drunk, satisfied, carcless;
Boldwood is infatuated. suicidal. carcless: Oak is working on the ricks
beside  Bathsheba, working because he cares, And he cares nol merely about
the woman (Boldwood docs that) but about the corn t00.” "' Bt marriage
seen interms of physical attachment as well as social involvement docs nol
obliterate the  spiritual quality of that relationship. Perceiving that marriage
is an attachment whose success is obtained by securing the social resources
of the family. both sides are seen workingg hard 1o ensurc the safety of (he
barn. that is, the safety of their material resource. on which the continuation
of their relationship and the destiny of their lives depend

A carcful examination of Hardy's approaches to love discloses a
humanitarian tendency towards glorifying the processes of (he lives of his
people, the simple, if not the underpriviledged rustics. He wants to show that
country rustics are no less sensitive and passionate, and are no less
reasonable and moderate that urban inhabitants. In “The Dorsetshire
Labourer’. Hardy's most famous documented defence ol rural people. he
writes: “ It is amongg such communities as these that happiness will find
her last refuge on earth, since it is among them that a perfect insight into the
conditions of exisience will be longest postponed.™ ' IT love themes in
Hardy's novels are derived from  ballads and lolkiales, they are also
originated in actual life:
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Hardy's lovers are not, even in Under the Ggreenwood Tree | the
timeless  youths and maidens of pastoral tradition, but creatures firmly set in
a crefully deliineated landscape, in a more or less specific period of time,
and i a society which is involved in a process of change that is not always
deamatic . but remains inexorable.'

Hardy, in fact, combines both the ballad element of love as reflected in
his fcllow  people’s  folklore, and a treatmemt of that love in a world
representative of a larger and more sophisticated world, almost a microcosm
of every other world, rural and urban alike, in which love relationships
between men and women are woven into the very web of life. Thus, Cecil
finds in Hardy's romantic world a much rougher side: * in such a world,
confined and elemental, passions grew to obsessiions,” "'

But Hardy is also concerned with another combination between the
nstinctive  passions of the country people and the subsequent conclusion of
the expression of that passion, within a framework of elemental nature,
analoguous with the eclemental passion of rural residents. Such an
interrelation 15 integgrated within the processes of psychology. It is in order
o give significance 1o the lives of his people that Hardy dwells on
universality. It is an inclusive treatment in the sense that it applies to
humanity - general, and in the sense that Hardy's depiction of his
characters exxceeds the limits of locality and provinciality to the territories
of the world in ggeneral. In addition. it is a humanitarian vein, an atiempt 1o
link between the local and the wniversal in order o make country poeple
representatives of  humanity as a whole, for “the society which Hardy
presents in his novels is not feudal, not ngid caste system which denies all
mobility, but a developing capitalist socicty, in which 1t s possuble fo
families and individuals cither to  sink or o rise from their onginal status
and in which accident plays a large part.™” Thus, Hardy's Wessex bears the
cssential affinities which associate the simple with the complex and the
underpriviledged with the sophisticated: “ The relatively slow and old-
lashioned nature of rural Wessex, as compared with the contemporary
industrial centers where the same thingg was happening  much faster,
should not confuse our understanding of this process.™"" 1t 1s a humanitarian
altempt not of a social reformer whose means are rigid statistics and
theories Dut of an artist whose means are feelings and emotions as gathered
mn human beinps. and as centered round one major theme: love

Psvchologgically speaking. Hardy 15 mainly concerned with man's
behaviour mside society. It is a motif integrated within the different modes
of chractenzation. To start with, 1.C. Flugel offers a suitable introduction: *
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the problem of rebwilding our totiering socicty upon a sounder basis is to
some extent a moral problem, in the sense that its solwtion depends upon an
appeal to the moral impulses of men™" Similarly, Hardy’s direction in
depictingg his characters is digging for the basic impulses of man's
behaviour. In Far From the Madding Crowd, Bathsheba is depicted as an
independent woman in the sense that she is educated enough to be higher in
self-estcem than native dwellers, a fact which immensely contributes (o
oddity, impulsiveness, and cven repulsiveness in her behaviour, and that she
has neither parents nor a social position, two additional factors whose
consequences are freedom in behaviour, uncertainity in action. and sadness
in responses. Her rejection of Oak’s proposal clearly illustrates how
personally independent she is: * Mr. Oak.” she said. “you are better ofl than
I 1 have hardly a penny inthe world... | am staying with my aunt for the
bare sustenance. | am better educated than you. and 1 don’t love you
bit. "(FMC. ch. 1V). Later en when she comes o her fortune and becomes
economically independent. she starts lookingg down on Gabrielnot only
because of her superior education but also because of her better social status,
She starts thinking of an equal relationship with another man, Boldwood, a
squire and a knowledgeable man. whose personality is violently shaken
when Bethsheba teascs him  with the  valentine, Commenting on
Bethsheba's behaviour as far as the valenling incident is concerned, John
Locas indicates that “the problem of finding hersell, deciding who and what
she is. tugs in different directions. And so is the case of valentine "F And
despite the fact that social position enforces Bethsheba to be suprior to Oak,
“it's part of her restlessness, her impulsiveness and of her desire for a full
equal relationship™™ that she finds in Boldwood an ontlel

But Bethsheba's affair with Boldwood lasts for a short time. She
immediately discovers that he is conventional in his viewpoint concerningg
maritial life. He wants a woman 1o keep al home: “You shall never hhave so
much as to look out of doors at haymaking time, or to think of weather in
Bethsheba. the willul and independent, Tor she wants to work hersell, and to
take care of her barn in an equal manner not only to Boldwood but to any
other man in his status. This is why she rejects him

Now comes Troy's role. At the beginning of the novel, Bethsheba
“observed hersell as a fair product of MNature in the feminine kind, her
thoughts sceming 1o glide into far ofT thougeh likely dramas in which men
would play a part” (FMC. Ch. 1) Bethsheba is romantic, She aspires to play
“deamas”™ with “men”, almost love adventures whose success possibility 1s

YAx
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“far-ofT" In fact, she does not know what she wants, nor how to get through
the dilemma of choosing an appropriate husband. Lucas wonders abouul
Bethsheba's nature, and asks: “is she vain, shallow, coquettish; or is she
trying to recognize, account for herself 7 ™ """ Bethsheba, essentially, bears
all these qualities, and her inability to make up her mind is associated with
ler mability 1o form an adequate picture of hersell, madequacy which,
eventually, leads to her inability to form adequate pictures of others. When
Troy first appears, he seems to her “balliant in brass and scarlet.. s sudden
appearance was 1o darkness what the sound of a trumpet is to silence.. The
contrast of this revelation with heranticipations of some sinister figure in
somber garb  was so great that it hasd upon her the effect of a fairy
transformation™(FMC, Ch. XXIV). Troy is “brilliant™ only to Bethsheba's
mind. a mind fully overwhelmed by a passion to yield to a superior male, or
according to Carpenter’s words, a mind expresses “Bathsheba's inclination
towards the flamboyant.™"" Troy’s inadequate shape in Bethsheba's mind
turns him to a vision. Bethsheba has, actually, fallen in love with a vision of
a man whose transparency makes him roaming like a shadow before
Bethsheba's eyes, and makes Bethsheba herself vulnerable to easy deception.
Later on, when Troy leads her to misfortune, the vision disappears and there
remains nothingg but Troy, the careless and the gambler.

Psychologeical processes have, thus, taken Bethsheba along three
experiences, through each one of them she comes to the recoggmition that
her inability o make the right choice increases as long as her independence
combines vanily and ignorance. She needs a man with whom she can still
maintan independence, but this time, a kind of independence associated nol
with actual estimatiion. The man is Gabriel Oak, with whom Bethsheba's
rehitionship  “becomes anbti-romantic.™'*'  They have. finally. come to
recopnize cach other “first by knowingg the rougherside ol cach other’s
character and not the best till further on” (FMC.Ch. LVII)

Psvchological implications interfere once again in The Return of the
Native 1o give shape to the kind or relationships in the novel. Eustacia's
dilemma is not inseparable from Bathesheba's ordeal. Both aim at a dream:
a man who bears the exotic qualities of medieval knight, independent
enough by courage, gallantry, and passion 1o love them to madness, and
dependent enough by wrgent needs of  love and affectation to achieve to
them whatever they aspire o, Like Bethsheba, Eustacia is indeppendent. She
distastes  the conventional and the available. When Wildeve tells her that e
has retracted  his offer 1o get married to Thomasin, she starts contemplanng
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her new situation after the absence of her rival in Wildeve's love. and
discovers how commonplace his love has become:

The sentiment which lurks more or less in all animate nature.that of not
desiring the undesired by others.. was lively as a passion in the supersubile,
epicurcan heart of Enstacia. Her social superiority over him, which hitherto
had scarcely ever impressed her, became unpleasantly insistent, and for the
first time she felt that she had stooped in loving him(RN bk 1.ch X1} Indeed,
“social superiority” is one aspect of Eustacia’s character, whose decision and
contempl of others are the sources of her both strength and weakness  Bul
another kind of superiority, passionate superiority. can also be reparded as a
feature whose dominance inside Eustacia's nuture is a landmark of a
mixture of cxtreme vanity and power. Eustacia’s sence of Thomasin's
rivalry does not spring from her jealousy as much as from her superiority
over Thomasin. the timid and malvolent girl: “what was the man worth
whom a woman inferior 1o hersell did not value? (RN, bk. Ich. XD,
Eustacia. in  facl, scems saying that even Thomasin, her inferior  in
personal independence, is no longger coveling Wildeve. She hates and
despises the very and easy accessibility of Wildeve.

Eustacia is allso romantic.Her imagination feeds on the inaccessible,
Clym and Paris together. These two wishes represent a kind of personal
extremity, almost an obsession. Writing about wishes as originated in
human nature. Flugel cmphasizes some points: “they are accompanicd by
more lively feelings and emotions, especially those of a kind which seem 1o
possess some bodily resonance.™" " He also adds that wishes “impel more
vigorously to action. There is in fact usually a desire to translate them into
action at once.™™ and he finally concludes that “they appeal to the
imagination.”™'"' From a psychological point of vicw, these points are
applicable to Eustacia. Highly passionate, she hotly aspires “to translate” her
passions “inlo action al once”. Immediately after rejecting Wildeve, she
starts planning to gget married to Clym, thinking mislcadingly that Clym
can be that romantic hero who can achicve whatever she aspires to: leaving
Egdon Heath. But the achicvement of this dream is impossible because Clym
Is not that romantic hero, and can never be that one. This is why his image
in Eustacia’s eyes is visionary and Eustacia herself is living in fancy. Before
Clym’s return. Fustacia has overloaded her mind with promising aspirations
about 1 man in whom all of those aspirations are already missing Clym'’s
vision in Eustacia’s mind is so integrated that even before she sees him she
dreams of him as a helmeted knight dancing with her and is ready to cross
with her the boundaries of the actnal life on the Heath to another spot. Paris
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or Budmouth. where fashionable projections are possible. The dream s
indicative of Eustacia’s romantic imagination. which finds similar echo in
rolnic mates, mates whose actual incarnation is impossible. Therefore,
when Clym's picture in Eustacia's nund is distorted, Eustacia turns again 1o
her much wiferior Wildeve whose mhcritance, by now, has provided an
addinonal allurement

tn discussing the love psychology of Eustacia's character. differentiation
must be made between what Eustacia thinks she wants and she can actually
own. Eustacia’s central issue is lem ing Egdon Heath as much as finding the
i with whom, bul never by whom, achieving her dream beconies possible.,
she has thought for a moment that Wildeve can be that iam, because in all
Fedon Heath there is no other man who can substantiate what she has fixed
i her mind about her vistonary man other than Wildeve. But when Clym
returns she staris applying her models of what tha man should be 1o him.
e result is catastrophic, for Eustacia's drean is diminished no by Clym’s
rejection of the whole idea of quitting Egdon Heath as much as by Clym's
social degradation and gradual blindness: "o hear him sing and not at all
rehel ageainst an occupation which, however siatisfying 10 himself was
degrading 10 her , as an educated lady-wife, wounded her through”(RN bk
IVich, 1), and again, “it was bitterly plain to Eustacia that hie did no Care
much about  social failure: and the proud farr woman bowed hey head and
wept an sick  despair at though of blasting effect upon her own e of that
mood and condition 1n hing (BN BK IVEh I s sigmficant that after
contemplating his pitiful dppearance . Bustacir goes 10 him in the hield,
while he is entting Rurze, only 1o heas him saying directly 1o her ™ | ustaci !
Fdud il see yon, thoupeh | noticed SOt qpom, ing” (KN, bk, IV.ch 1)
Ihe symbolic implication is clear: Clym's blindness is indicition of his
tEnorance ol the impossibility of achieving his ideal atms, and of his
Wdifference to his wife who is rned in his mind 10 only “something
moving”. It 1S an extreme opposition to Eustacia, (he Passionie woman, (o
whom love is * the one cordial hat could drive away the caling loncliness of
her days™ (RN bk L.ch. VII) and a woman whose dreams of 2 man
fulfitling her aspired aims are drastically thwarted Enstacia's hunnhation is
50 preal  and overwhelming tha putting an end 1o her life, that is,
commming swicide seems inevitable

Women in Hardy's novels ire more vulnerable 1o their whims (han e
e Bathsheba's coguetry and Eustaicin’s nerosis are mdications  of how
women i Hardy's novels are closer to their mstncts and passions  than men
dare. The  roleof reason is less played i their drama than theis passions, and
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their instinctive behaviour is more enacted in the ficld of primitive fecling
than the filed of sophisticated intellect  Bathsheba® uncertainity and
Eustacia’s oddity arc issucs duc to the dominance in the feclines of a sort of
destructive passion, contributing primarily 1o give both shape and form 1o
the own destiny, Does that mean that women arc responsible for the
manifestation of their own lots ? Or does it mcan that fate creates women
passionate and instinctive that they become themselves potent instruments in
the hands of that fate and in the subsequent malignity of ftalism ? The
answer lies in Hardy's psvchological treatment of love in Tess of the
o Urbervilles

An aspect ofpassion is love. Therefore. it is natwal for Hardy's
women.and Tess isamong them. whose vent for sell-expression is passion, 1o
lind in passionate love the incarnation of their humanity In their endless
search for love. they are often wned into passive agents of fate as an
external power. Cecil affirms that “women’s passiveness and [railly make
her an especially  poignant illustration of that frailty, that independence of
fate, which is the outstanding characteristic of the human lot. Fale.it is true.
often employs a human instrument to cncompass that tragedics which
overlakes Hardv's heroines.™'™ Cecil also indicates that love itself isa
vehicle of fate: “love. so far from being a benevolent spirit, consoling and
helping man in his straggle  with the inhuman forces controlling human
existence.is ifsclf amanifestation of these forces.™' " This is truc in so [ar as
tove emiploys the dilferent vehicles of falalism: * It is precisely in the matter
of love that such manifestations of the will as law, money, class trade and
education  have maximum impact,” """ but it is also true that man’s endless
scrach for love is lis infinite expression of his humanity. It is an expression
of his relenfless  struggle against all kinds of limitations despite his
knowledge that his struggle is predetermined to failure. Man's heroism lies
in such persistence which stems from an awarencss of that kind of struggle
and of its  possible conclusions, but never from any ignorance of the
deterministic values which admit that such a struggle is of no avail since the
law of canse and effect is in operation

Commenting on Clym’s aspiration as the sole cause of his tragedy,
Carpenter suggests that Clym’s tragedy could have been avoided had he
been content with that quality of expericnce originally “possessed by the
Timothy Fairways and Granfer Cantles. whose existence is functionally
related 1o the world in which they live ™" Timothy Fairway and Granfer
Cantle are rustics . and their range of experience is limited to their wisdom
ol peasantry fatalism. Dorothy Van Ghent finds in the ristics” ftnlism “an
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mstinctive adaptation  as accomodating 1o bad as 1o good weather, o
misforiune as 1o luck. to birith as to death, a subjective economy by which
cnghon s subdued 10 the falling out of cvent and the destructiveness of
resistence is avoided.™™  Their passivily allows no struggle or persistence
of the kind aspired 1o by the principal chracters. This is why the tragedy is
not adentilied with them since their submissiveness brings no ca lamity upon
them. But those individuals who aspire 1o change this system of life towards
realizing the kind of power responsible for “bad” and “good weather”,
“nustortune™ and “luck”, and “birth” and “death”™ are momentarily cut down
- vengeance by the same ruthless power, and, thus, order is regained. One
of those “individuals” who aims at change in not rebellion is Tess, Hardy’s
most effective heroine.

Bathsheba's and Eustacia’s non-visionary views of their lovers are
reversed with Tess, who spends the entirety of her life trying 10 rid herself of
the visions fixed for her by others, and altempting to establish herself as an
undebauched woman. Tess_of the d” Urbervilles delineates * 3 girl wo tries
lo discover, and live into.a secure identity, a sense of self that shan’t be fixed
for her, shan'y deny her own sense of integrity... Almost from the first Tess
ian identity  pinned to her ™V From the outset Tess is portryed as a very
sensiive: girl whose sense of selfhood maliches pride. In the psychology of
her love relationship with Angel, one can casily trace Tess's awarencess of
hersell and her surroundings. Early at the beginning, during the May Day
dance, Tess feels injured when Angel  does not choose her as his dancing
parner: ™ As he fell out of the dancehis eyes lighted on Tess Durbeyfield,
whose own large orbs wore, to tell the truth, the fainiest aspect of reproach
that he had not chosen her "(TU ch. 11) Shon ly after, while angel 1s on his
Wiy 1o catch up his brothers. he mounts a hillside and wrns back 1o have a
look on the dancing girls who are still dancing except one of them whose
“white shape stood apart by the hedge alone. From her poisition he knew it
10 be the pretty maiden with whom he had not danced, Trifling as the mater
was, he yet instinctively felt that she was hurt by his oversight” (TU ,ch.1I1)
Why does Tess feel injured? and why does she stand apart instead of
encirching herself in the dancing group once again? She even goes further in
contemplatng a possible future relationship with Angel: She had no spirit 1o
dance again for along time though she might have had plenty of partners:
but ah ' they did not speak so nicely as the strange young wian had done”
(TU . ch. 1IN Hardy,in fact, is very keen on bringing into being the mental
devclopment of  his heroine as  far as her rclationship with Angel is
concerned. The situation gives a clear account of Tess's strong sense of (he
self, and of her over-estimation of herselfl as an individual clearly
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distinguished from her counterparts. Afetr her seduction by Alec, she rejecls
the idca of getting marricd to him even if it means exposing her 1o
dishonour. Instead. she tells him with determination:

Perhaps, of all things |, a lic on this thing would do the most good (o me
now, but | have honour enough lefi. little as ‘tis, no to tell that lie, If | did
love you 1 may have the best of canses for letting you know it. But [ don't
(TU . ch. XII) It shows how Tess is truc to hersell before being true 10
others : “Tess's sensc of personal integrity.appearing fram time (o time
almost as arroggance . exxplains her refusal to stay with d Urberville. and
her unwillingness to use her pregnancy 1o get him to marey her ™' She
rejects what  Alec. afier seducing her, has come 1o think of her as a2 mistress
to toy with and finally to dismiss. Her emphasis on sclfhood docs not spring
from pride as much as from her awareness of the necessily of abolishing
others” readv-made visions of her whether right or wrong, Hardy himsell
admits that for Angel. Tess * was no longer the milkmaid, but a visionary
essence of a woman”™ (TU .ch. XX) When Anggel starts idealizing her by
calling her Artemis and. Demeter. she stops him with aflirmation to sav: *
"Call me Tess " (TU . ch. XX), and again during their marriagge ceremony.
she whispers to hersell; * She you love is not my real self. but one in my
image: the one | might have been ™ (TU ., ch. XXX Thus, what Hardy
imtiates as Bathsheba's and Eustacia ‘s Mirtatious natures and overloaded
visions ol others ends with Tess's sincerity and straightforwardness, for
“what rcally engages his inferes! is scparation from sellfand the ways in
which Tess's sensc is denied her ™"

Discussing Tess's nature, Butler finds parallcls between Tess and
Desdemona: ” the tragic resignation of Desdemona to her death. Tor instance
and her great devotion to her husband, find  parallel in Tess's story,""
There is no resignation in Tess's love story, On the contrary. Tess rebels
against the faality of her fellow people, and among them her mother. Van
Ghent finds that Tess's tragedy turns on a secret revealed, that is. on the
substitution 1 Tess of an individualizing morality for the folk instict of
coccalment and anonymitv,™"" Tess's mother represents  that “folk”
tradition which admits all occurrences with strict fatalisim. She comments
on Tess's pregnancy saying . “ 'Tis naler, afier all | and what do please
God!” (TU . ch XII) . But Tess is dilferent. While she is pregnant and
suffers painfully her mother's rebuking words for her inability 1o get married
to Alec, she says emphatically, “perhaps any woman would do except me”
(TU, ch. XII) Indeed. Tess is distinguished from “any woman™ in any equal
situation. Perhaps that would justify her feeling of mild arrogance during the
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May-day dance at the beginning of the novel, and would also justify her
subsequent behaviour with Angel.

ls the love relationship between Tess and Angel. the reader ismade aware
dunng - the lovers’courting time at Talbothays, that their relationship is
twnpossible. While Angel is living in the Hlusion of what hie conceives of
mnocence and chastity in Tess's personality, Tess herself realizes “that in
the cyes of the world she is a fallen woman. ™" Angel has thus .a wrong
viston of Tess, whilw Tess has a right vision not only of Angel but of all the
pocple around her As a heroine uncorrupted by sophisticated opinions
concerming social prejudice |, and deeply rooted in mstinctive behaviour,
Fess is opposed 1o Batheshaba and Eustacia in the sense that she is always
marked by mental calrity which substantiates her awarcness that she is
cventually doomed to failure, a matter which makes her struggle heroic and
her behaviour responsible : the whole relentless pressure  of the novel is
towards showing how again and again  she has to struggle free of various
“hixed” images of purity and womanhood how she desparately tries not 1o be
“owned”, “possessed”, how the men in the novel ---Alec, Dairyman Crick,
Angel, Farmer Gropy-—- do in differen ways “own™ her and finally they
defeal her struggles,*™

Tess's “mental clarity” lies in the fact that (il the end her sense of herself
as o chaste woman is never diminished despite her successive disappointing
expenences starting from her family, passing by Alec, and finally ending
with Angel: “she has no words 1o compete with the men's seuse ol her only
@ deternmation 10 live -=-if she possibly can, from somic center, some
dwarchess of hersell as a pure woman, purely a woman.™* |t is with this
hind of “determination”, combined with a strong sense of responsibility,
fefeching o mitiate marital life under false preteness, that Tess meets Angel
when she insists on telling him  about the secrel of her seduction on their
wedding might. Tess's true characier where the combination of fidelity and
simplicity is best  manifested in her devotion (o her husband, is the essence
with which she opposes her parents” folk wadition of submissiveness as
represented  in her mother's advice: “Many a wonuin ---soie of the lughest
m the Land - have a trouble in their time; and why should you Trumpes
vours when others do not trumpet theirs 9 No girl would be such a Foal,
cspectally as w1s so long apo, and your fault at all."(TU | ch XXXI) And it
sowith her moral obligation towards her sell-esteem as an integrate woman
whase  dignity forbids her from begging pity from anyone,even her husband,
that she does not object 1o Angel’s decision to leave her : Il Tess had been
arttul, had she made a scene. funted, wept hvsterically,in that lonely lance,
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not withstanding the fury of fastidionsness with which she was possessed, he
wouldprobably not have withstood her. Bl her mood ol long safferning
made his wav casy for him. and she hersell was his best advocate. Pride.too,
entered into  her submission-- which perhaps was a svmptom of the reckless
acquiescence in chance too apparent in the whole d Urberville family (T |
ch. XXX VIl

The psychologicallprocesses of Tess's character have. thus, proved to be
essential in the introduction of a pure woman defeated by the opposition
between her natural human feclings and the dogmatic social institutions as
represented by her lovers’ ready-made visions of her chamcicr, Tess's
awareness of such a clash, Hardy is meant to say. is an indication of her
ability of action, and of her capacity of forcbearance, two features whose
availability in Tess's character relutes all changes of passivily,

There remains one stage in Hardy's development as [ar as woman is
concerned:  the  intellectual woman  Tess's instinctive awareness s
transformed in Jude the Obsccure into the intellectual awarcness of Sue
Bridehead. She represents thal type of woman whose appearance late in the
nineteenth century and carly in the twentieth century has caused confusion
inside societv in peneral, in women specifically, Irving Howe indicates that
“in the Iast third of nincteenth century, the situation of women chanped
radically: from subordinate domesticity and Viclorian repression to the lirst
signs of emancipation. leading oficn enough to the poignant bewildermenis
of a Sue Pridehead.™*” She suffers from “poignant bewilderments™ because
of her rclation to the newly rising group of women whose demands for
cmancipation have not ye! been fully established by those women
themselves, being the carly and the first innovators of experiencing such
liberal movements.and because their society itscll has not yel been ready o
welcome  warmly those pioncering rights. Sue hersell “is the major
anticipation in the English novel of that profoundly affecting and
troublesome creature: the modern girl """ That is why it isnatural for Suc as
for any other woman of her group to suffer immensely under the great
burden of their ambivalent socicty, whose double standards push these
women (o commil misiakes because they feel they are uprooted and have no
identity, However, the serach (or o genuine identity in a socicty alicnated bu
the rising sophistication of disbeliel and doubt, and corrupted by dogmatism
and materialism is a commonplace feature of the ape. and applicable of all

concept ol alicnation as lived and suffered by both the hero and the heroine:
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“no other characters in Hardy's novels are quite so alienated both from
socicty and from themselves as Jude Fawley and Sue Bridehead ™"

Sue, according to John Lucas, “is a woman in pursuit of her own identity |
her scnse of self. her encountering various kinds of self-scparation.”* |f
Batheshaba and Eustacia have wrong visions of others , and if Tess's fate is
predestined by others’ misguided visions of her , Sue seems struggling to
lind a vision of herself. Therefore, she is cotrapped in inconsistency since
her mind is divided between finding an “identity” and between finding an
micgrale status in a hostile society. Robert B. Heilman indicates that Hardy
“has given a sharp image of inconsistency in Sue, for whatever the
paradoxical link between her manifestations of spirit, she nevertheless
dppears as the special outsider on the one hand and as quite conventional on
the other.™* She denies Jude any normal relationship with her, that is,
getting married to her because marriage, as she perceives, is a conventional
institution-" " ‘a sordid contact' (JO, part fourth, ch. II) - which she
despises much, but in the meantime she invites him again under the pressure
of that same conventionality when she fecls jealous of Arabella. She even
gocs further in her conventionality 1o think if Arabella 15 prettier than she is:
* Prettier than 1 am, no doubt 1" (JO , part third, ch. VI). Psychologically
speaking, Sue's jealousy is a very important turning-point in the love
relationship between Sue and Jude D. H. Lawrence finds that Sue “was
cruclly anguished with jealousy of Arabella. It was only this , this knowledge
that Jude wanted Arabella, which made Sue give him access toher own
body.” " [t is,in fact, the first blow to Sue’s ideal awareness ofliving with a
o both spiritually  and emotionally without a physical conacl. a point on
which Lawrence comments again, suggesting that Sue’s problem is * 1o find
4 man whose vitality could infuse her and make her live, and who would not
o al the same time, demand of her return, ™ Ironically enough that man
with whom Sue is supposed to find a vent for her intellectual predicament is
Jude, whose fatal weakness is passionate vilality which makes him,
according to Carpenter, “do nothing else but veer about in erratic courses as
Circumistances call upon one and then another of his basic impulses, ™

Back 1o Sue, once she has given herself 10 Jude. then she wonld always be
ready 1o give volumtarily, espcially after becoming amother 11 1s the same
idea of conventionality, an idea which has been very disgusting 1o Sue at
the  beginning, that she now is subjected to. To prove herself aperfect
wonumn,  she must become a mother and have children: “she hved chiefly in
hei cluldren. They were her guaraniee as a physical woman, the being to
which she now laid claim. She had foresaken the idea of an independent
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