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FOOTNOTES
(1) Carl Warren wrote : “The notion that newspapermen are bron,
is nonsense. ‘‘See Modern News Reporting P. 1
(2) See Bernard J. Hall, Basic Training in Journalism P. 11
(3) Ibid P. 9
(4) See George Novack, An Introduction to the Logic of Marxism

pp. 54 — 68

{5) See Robert W. Desmond, Porfessional Training of Journalists
p. 16

(6) Ibid.

(7) Ibid p. 54
Arville Schalebon states ‘“Man has progressed according to his

ability to communicate.” Your Future in Journalism p. 18

( 8) U.N. Economic and Social Council E/Conf. 6/33.23 March
1948, See also Robert W. Desmond, Professional Training of
Journalists pp. 1 — 12

(9) See Arville Schaleben, Your Future in Journalism p. 46
(10) Ibid. pp. 48 —9
(11) Ibid. pp. 59 — 60
In a study conducted by Wall Street Journal, ninety-one out

of a hundred and twenty-eight managing editors, said they would
hire journalism graduates ahead of general graduate grades. Only
twenty-nine favoured the latter; eight indicated no prefernee. Ibid.

p. 44.

(12) Oguz B. Nayman, Professional Orientation of Journalists: An
Introduction to Communication Analysis Studies, Gazette. Vol.
25. No. 4, 1973. p. 206

(13) Ibid. p. 207
(14) Ibid.
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(15) See Richard G. Gray, For 70s and Beyond Hire Electic J.
Faculties. Paper presented at the Conference on Education
for Newspaper Journalists in the Seventies and Beyond, 1973.

(16) Ibid.

(17) See Maxwell McCombs Social Indicators for Loeal Communities
in Handbook of Reporting Methods. M. McCombs D. Shaw and
D. Grey pp. 20—41
(18) See James W. Tanhard, Jr., Reporting and Selentific Method.
pp. 42 —T7

(19) See David M. Jones, “Editors, Educators anr Close on What
Makes a Newsman”, Journalism Eduecators Vol. 33, No. 2,
July 1978. pp. 17 — 20

(20) See John Hohenberg, The News Media : A Journalist Looks
At His Profession p. 296

(21) See Robert L. Jones Journalism in the Joyful Sixties, Journa-
lism Quarterly, Vol. 45, No. 4, Winter, 1968, pp. 728 — 34.

(22) John Hohenberg, The News Media p. 294

(23) On the effectiveness of programmed instruction as a method
for teaching news writing skills, see William E. Francois,
Programmed Instruction of News Writing Skills, Journalism
Quarterly, Vol. 45, No. 4, Winter, 1968. pp. 735 — 38

(24) See John Hohenberg, The News Media, pp. 297 — 99

(25) See May Katzen, Mass Communication Teaching and Studies
at Universities, p. 254

(26) Ibid p. 263

(27) See Wilbur Schramm, Mass Media and National Development
pp- 217 — 22

(28) J. Herbert Altschull, Government Dialogue Through the Mass
Media, p. 2
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Journalism Training
“Analystic View"*
Dr. Zeki Al-Jabir
College of Arts
University of Baghdad
Republiec of Iraq
HIGHLIGHTS

“The non-alighnment policy is the true volition of independent
states aspiring to progress and to the establishment of international
relations based on freedom, equality and justice.”

President Ahmed Hassan Al-Bakr
on the Occasion of the Ninth
Anniversary of July 17
Revolution of 1968

This study is an attempt to deal with the issue of training for
journalism as a profession, to delineate the main functions of the
training institutions for prospective journalists. The paper is based
on the assumption that newspaperman, as well as other communica-
tors through mass media, can achieve success in his job through
training for it, working at it and sticking to it (1). This assumption.
is justified by many reasons, among them:

*  Unpublished study conducted by Zeki Al-Jabir
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1. The need to bridge the gap between technical efficiency and
educatinal background of those who have been already on the
job.

2. The need to employ journalists with specialisation in certain
areas (2).

3. The need to achieve and maintain the required level of education
and technical ability to meet what society wants from the mass
media. It has been realized that it is not enough to inform
about ‘“what” the public is doing but also “why?” it is

being functioned (3). The complexity of our world has grown
both on human and technical levels. As a consequence, it has
increased also the responsibility of those who are in positions
of informing people over the channels of mass madia.

4, Our world is witnessing the era of defeating the formal logic
and the laws which exclude movement and deny change toward
social justice. There is a growing need for young energetic
generation of journalists who have enough grasp of current
affairs and press philosophy of our changing time (4).

5. On the consideration that the diffusion of information is one of
the most important elements in solving the problem of our
world (5), there is a need to improve the quality of information
services and to avoid, at the same time, learning the profession

of journalism on the expense of the readers (6).

However, through the years, there was no agreement on a
certain form for professional training in journalism. Programs were
varied and will stay varied from a country to another and from a
region to another over time according to the change of needs (7).
The UNESCO in a document submitted to the United Nations Con-
ference on Freedom of Information through the Ecomomic and
social Council, in March 1948 agreed that “journalism is now a pro-
fession, with a honorable status. But though the career of jour-
nalist has long since ceased to be the province of amateurs and
improvisers, and though it is generally admitted that journalism is
a profession to be learned, agreement on the methods of instruction
as type of apprenticeship required is still a long way off (8).
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When Fred S. Siebert retired as president of the Association
for Education in Journalism, he stated “what was an adequate
educaticn for journalism twenty or even ten years ago is no longer
adequate for the demands of the contemporary world. The most
important single event in the history of the human race was when
man first asked, “what’s new?"” (9).

Along with this disagreement on the form of training, there has
been agreement on the young who will enroll in training class. He
has to be curious, reasonably good writer, willing to work and learn,
dependable with the feelding of responsibility, able to get along with
people. He must have pleasant personality with a sense of humor
and enthusiasm (10).

Though attending colleges or training institutes does not create
better worker, the graduate of such institution is more likely to be
a petter journalist (11).

Hence, the aim is to provide mass communication establishments
with qualified journalists who like their profession and enjoy the
skill and benefits of their profession. As encouraging sign in a
study conducted recently, (75%,) of the students who have

already enrolled in the Department of Mass Communications in the
College of Arts of Baghdad University expressed their interest to
follow the path of their study amd to be a “professional” journalists.
It is interesting also to note that about (91%) of them are thinking
highly of their jobs as media men and women. In addition to that
(77%) of them think they will enjoy the respect of their society.*

The profession of jurnalism, which we are arguing fro and con-
cerned about, has been seen as “‘a set of specific characteristics by

an occupation which distinguishes it from other occupations (12).

These characteristics were summarized as follows:

(1) The possession of specialised technique supported with theory;

(2) The possession of a career supported by an association with
colleagues, and

* TUnpublished study conducted by Zeki Al-Jabir.
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(3) The possession of a status supported by community recognition
(13).

The definition of profession has to include, among other things,
a recognition of a code of ethics by the members of the profession,
an orientation to the community interest rather than individual self
interest, and a system of monetary and honarary rewards. The
process of professionalisation has to involve, other formal training
institutions for the new reeruits (14).

The question which ought to be asked is about the qualified
person that teaches and trains the new recruits. It has been argued
that this person should have familiarity and basic understanding of:

(1) Media organisation,
(2) The flow of news, from story conception to front-page article.
(3) Opinion formation, and

(4) Technical process
In dealing with such demands neither the scholar with his ph.D.

in mass communication nor the trainer with his experience in the
field can guarantee the success. The mass communication institu-
tion should include faculty with professional knowledge that enabies
them to provide their students with the required skiils of communica-
tion which include non-verbal communication skills, verbal commun-
ication skills, editing and reporting skills, history and philosophy
of the media, communication law, communication theory and metho-
dology, media management and economic (15). To cope with all
these demands, it has been suggested that, the Ph.D. and media
experience can be integrated through building an eclectic journalism
faculty.

True, no single teacher can be expected to posses all of the
desired traits. But, collectively the faculty can. By selective hiring
over a period of time, the wise journalism chairman can assemble
a wide array of teachers with varied talents and backgrounds who
complement one another (16).
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Through the procedure of hiring, the institution has to notice
the new challenges which the new recruts will face. The new challe-
nges, as we see them, may be summarized as follows:

(1) In dealing with social affairs, the journalist may only see
the tip of iceberg. The major part will remain invisible beneath the
surface. Through the training of prospective reporters should
include language, literature, history, philosophy law and sports,
there is an urgent need to include statistics.

The pepole need some one to interpret the statistics which cover
not a small part of the press in our modern time. The statistics as
indicators of social life should be transformed into clear and meani-
ngful information. The social ills ought to be discussed in the con-
test of overall social matters. They have to be related in order to
help the people asses their attitudes towards these ills with the
consideration of their values and goals and the performance of the
surrounding system as a whole.

(2) In his investigation, the journalist has to become, as near
as possible, to a social scientist. He shares with him, in may aspects,
the goals, attitudes, the subject matter, and techniques. They share
the beginning of their investigation with a question building on
theoritical background, suggesting hypothesis, confirming or refu-
ting these hypothesis, and explaining the reasons behind acception
or rejection. It is suggested for the journalists, as the scientists have
been deing, to look after quantification and seeking reliablity and
validity of the applied measure (18).

However, the journalist may differ from the scientist in the way
of his writing. Though the clarity is an essential aspect of writing ni
both of the fields: social science and jurnalism, the journalist has
to be able to write complex and simple news using his tools of expre-
ssion properly under certain pressure; the pressure of deadline (19).

(3) There is still a kind of separation between academic commu-
nity interests and those of the journalists. There are still hard-nosed
professional journalists who are still looking with suspicion to schools
and institutions of journalism. Yet, it is very important to bring
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professional journalists into classroom on regular basis. It is essen-
tial to have a productive relationship between journalism education
and the profession, between the professional scientists and journa-
lism educators (20).

(4) The change in the news media which takes its place as a
result of the developing revolution in electronic science will not have
a great impact or the news itself unless there is a change first in the
process of shaping the new journalist. His attitudes of mind and
heart, as well ag his education, training, and background, will do
more to determine what the public is to be told than any kind of
tube, press, tape, or camera that carries his message (21).

(5) Whether the training is within the university or not, on
long term basis or short sessions, it is important to adopt newer
methods of teaching mass communication and to work with the new
technique of using programmed lessons in editing and layout and
utilizing videotaped material in mass media classes (22).

(6) Although journalism like any other career demands some
training, yet the journalist cannot be made like a cookie. The jour-
nalist needs as about ten years to mature. It is advisable to offer
mid career program in colleges or institutions for youthful but esta-
blished journalists (23. The continuity of learning is essential to
develop the basic skills and to achieve specialisation in specific areas,
e. g. agricultural journalism, business journalism, press photography.

(7) With the growth of many new occupations in the broad
field of mass communication such ag in different departments of
information, commerce, foreign affairs, it is plausible to get advan-
tages from the faculty of different academic institutions whether
the training is carried on in a university or a special institution (24).

(8) It is conceived that research, on the international level, has
failed to bridge the gap between journalism research and the daily
practice inside the news room. It is noticed also that the daily prac-
tice in the field has not taken much advantages from, for example,

resarch findings in the flow of communication, and selective expos-
ure (25). While it is advisable to consider research as a function of
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training institution, it is advisable also to start developing the tra-
ining programs on what have been already achieved, by communica-
tion research.

(9) Because of, as it supposed, high quality of training, the
institutions are required to be centres for disseminating in depth
reports investigating issues of special interest and importance to the
community.

In the light of the above analysis of challanges, we recommend
that the training journalism institutions can function:

(1) As training centers for prospect journalists and for young
journalists who have established themselves. The centers can provide
them with the basic and well developed verbal and non-verbal comm-
unication skills in addition to frame these skills with a broad theori-
tical knowledge. The training may take short or long term according
to the needs.

(2) As research centers for the development of authentic
understanding of the flow of news, features, and editorials, and
how people perceive and use them within the context of their diffe-
rent natural and social environments.

(3) As centers of disseminating in depth reports dealing with
urgent issues. In this context, the journalist has to be trained not
only to gather and report news but also to give meaning to the news
as a leader, innovator and critic (26).

These centers have put in practice the latest results in commu-
nication research whil training institutions are getting more atten-
tion in all the developed countries. It is worthwhile to mention that
training journalists of the developing countries may take approaches
that differ from those in the developed world, these approuches
may also differ on the bases of literacy rate, economic and social
development, and political elite perception of providing people with
clear and well written information about themselves and other
people of the world. The training and qualifying institutions may
adopt one or more than one of the following approaches:
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